64                          DESCRIPTION OF

In fulfilment of his vow, the Nuwaub gave
immediate orders for erecting the magnificent
edifice, which now graces the suburbs of Luck-
now, about five miles from that part of the city
usually occupied by the Sovereign Ruler of the
province of Oude. By virtue of the Nuwaub's
vow and recovery, the before-respected Durgah
has, thus newly built, increased in favour with
the public; and, on account of the veneration
they have for all that concerns their Emaums,
the banners which adorn the Tazias of Hosein
must be consecrated by being brought to this
sacred edifice; where, by the condescending
permission of the Sovereign, both the rich and
the poor are with equal favour admitted, at
that interesting period of Mahurrum, to view;
the crest of their Leader, and present their
own banners to be touched and thus hallowed
by the, to them, sacred relic. The crest is
fixed to a staff, but no banner attached to it;
this is placed within a high railing, supported
by a platform, in the centre of the building; on
either side splendid banners are exhibited on
these occasions.